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VENTURI GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

The "Venturi Global Challenges" consist of a series of technological, but also human, 

challenges through which the brand intends to demonstrate its progress in the field of 

electric propulsion.  

Each challenge, which takes the form of a specific mission, takes place on a different 

continent and enables the company to set new records while demonstrating the reliability, 

energy efficiency and robustness of Venturi electric vehicles under extreme conditions.  

 

MISSION 02 – SHANGHAI TO PARIS  
A HUMAN AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVENTURE OF OVER 14,000 KM IN AN ELECTRIC CAR  
 

After leaving the World Exhibition in Shanghai on May 3rd, the two adventurers Géraldine 

Gabin and Xavier Chevrin arrived in Paris on July 13th with their Citroën Berlingo "Powered 

by Venturi". They had spent two-and-a-half months on roads and tracks crossing China, 

Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, Poland, the Czech Republic, Germany and finally France. 

A HUMAN ADVENTURE  
This second mission of the "Venturi Global Challenges" was a fabulous contemporary 

adventure : nearly 80 years after the magnificent but uncompleted epic of André Citroën's 

"Croisière Jaune" on the silk route, Venturi symbolically made the return trip using the most 

modern means of propulsion, from Shanghai to Paris, in an electric vehicle.  

Every night, Géraldine and Xavier had to recharge their car and sleep in the homes of local 

people they met. The two teachers were thus able to make a large number of enriching 

encounters and share their experience with an electric vehicle which, for the vast majority of 

people they met, was a real discovery, sometimes seen as truly magical. As Géraldine 

Gabin explains : “Faces, smiles, hands held out... So many encounters, enabling us to 

continue on our way and experience the world". 
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A TECHNOLOGICAL ADVENTURE  
A first for a standard electric vehicle, a first for an unassisted vehicle.  

On legs ranging from 300 to over 400 km, the Citroën Berlingo "Powered by Venturi" crossed 

the Gobi desert with its sandstorms, climbed over snow-capped mountain passes at altitudes 

of over 3,000 meters in the Tian Shan mountain chain, drove along  pot-holed roads in 

Kazakhstan, crossed the Russian steppes and confronted extreme weather conditions.  

The journey allowed Venturi to carry out an accelerated and quite extraordinary endurance 

test. Achieved without any assistance, it is a record in both distance and endurance for a 

mass-produced electric car. The mission's success has enabled Venturi to prove the 

robustness of its vehicles.  

"This adventure has demonstrated the reliability of the electric motor and will, I hope, help to 

prove that it is now possible to travel all over the world with this kind of energy, as almost 

everyone has access to it. Yes, you can indeed go further with an electric motor than with a 

combustion engine ! Technology, economy, energy : a new way of travelling is born…" 

comments Xavier Chevrin.  

A positive message regarding the electric car's reliability that our two adventurers have 

conveyed throughout their adventure. They have shown that technological solutions 

developed by Venturi in the field of electric propulsion are both reliable and suitable for all 

types of conditions, even the most arduous. 

The Citroën Berlingo "Powered by Venturi" which was used for this journey is identical in all 

respects to the vehicle which won the European Tender launched by La Poste. It is currently 

commercialized by the Citroën and Peugeot distribution networks.  

Fitted with additional batteries, its range has been established at 500 km under real 

conditions. 
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CITROËN BERLINGO "POWERED BY VENTURI" - TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS  

Batteries: 
   - "Zebra For Venturi" Nickel Sodium Chloride 

   - 70.5 kWh (3 x 23.5 kWh) 

 

Motor: 
   - Asynchronous Three-phase Motor  

-  Power : 21 kW  

   -  Max. torque : 180 Nm  

 

80% recharge : 
   - With on-board charger : 5 hours (220 V–16 A standard plug)  

 

Performance : 
   -  Range : up to 500 Km  

   -  Top speed : 110 Km/hr  
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